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As an Educate Together school:
We are an equality-based school where we live by the mottos:
‘no child an outsider’ and ‘learn together to live
together’.

As an Educate Together school:
• We value all children and the unique contribution that they offer to
the school.
• We believe that all children learn best when they feel safe and are
happy in school.
• We believe that respect underpins all of our relationships within
school and with the outside world.
• We ensure that all pupils achieve their fullest potential and are fully
prepared for the next stage of learning and life.

Our Four Core Principles:
• Equality Based

• All children have equal rights of access to the school and children of all social,
cultural and religious backgrounds are equally respected.

• Co-educational

• All children are encouraged to explore their full range of abilities and opportunities.

• Learner-centred

• We always put the children at the heart of every decision and activity. If it is not in
the interest of the children’s learning or welfare, then why do it?

• Democratically run

• We encourage active participation of parents, children and the community in the
daily life of the school whilst positively affirming the professional role of the
teachers.

Our Trust School Rules
Everyone within the Educate
Together Academy Trust
community follows our school
rules.
This includes: pupils, teaching
and non-teaching staff, visitors,
parents/carers and wider
community members.
We believe that respect
underpins all of our
relationships within school and
with the outside world.

The Year 2 Staff Team
•
•
•
•

Laura – Year 2 Class Teacher (Weds-Fri), Deputy Head and SENCO
Lauren – Year 2 Class Teacher (Mon, Tues) / Cover Teacher (Weds, Thur)
Tracy – Year 2 Teaching Assistant (mornings)
Becky and Rachel – Part Time SEND Teaching Assistants

Weekly timetable

Expectations in Year 2
• Children take responsibility for their environment and learning.
• Children will continue to become more independent in completing
learning set, with support from the class teacher.
• Children will learn to edit and improve their work.
• Children knowing and recalling the ‘basics’ in certain lessons such as
punctuating sentences accurately, recalling number bond facts etc.
End of Key Stage 1 – Preparing the children for Key Stage 2.

National Assessments
• Phonics screening check – Autumn term 2 2021. Re-sits, if applicable,
will take place W/C 6th June 2022.
• In Year 2, there are statutory assessments called SATs.
• These take place during the KS1 test period (SATs) in May 2022.
• They take place with the teacher and assess what they have learnt in
KS1.
• Pupils are assessed on:
• Reading
• Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation
• Maths (Arithmetic and Reasoning)

You can help at home with…
• Seesaw – sharing what you are up to at home, making links with our
curriculum topic learning.
•
•
•
•
•

Add messages, photos or videos to your child’s journal.
Respond to activities set – click on the green add response button.
See whole class announcements.
Click on ‘view original’ to open the document as a PDF (this enlarges it).
In the event of a class or school closure, Seesaw will be used to set and
respond to learning.
• Teachers and children can send personalised written, or voice recorded
messages to share feedback.

You can help at home with…
• Reading – books set on bug club and other books, magazines etc.
• Encouraging them to use their phonics knowledge to read unfamiliar words.
• Asking your child questions about what they have read.
• Encouraging them to use the text to discuss and work out the meaning of
unknown words.
• Discussing the sequence of events in books.
• Getting your child to re-read books to build up their fluency.

You can help at home with…
• Maths – practising these key skills – this could be verbally or
practically when out and about or at home.
•
•
•
•

Counting, reading and writing numbers to 100 (forwards and backwards).
Counting in 2s, 10s, 5s and 3s.
Knowing the mental addition facts grid by heart.
Knowing the related subtraction fact
• e.g. I know 2 + 3 = 5 so I know 5 – 3 = 2 and 5 – 2 = 3

• Practise recalling number bonds to 20.
• Read the time on analogue and digital clocks.

You can help at home with…
• Writing – writing for purposes at home e.g.
thank you cards, letters, shopping lists, diary, own
stories.
• Encouraging your child to use their phonics knowledge
to spell unfamiliar words.
• Spelling Y1 and 2 common exception words correctly.
• Forming letters correctly and joining letters when
handwriting.
• Punctuating sentences correctly.
• Discussing the use of past or present tense consistently
within a piece of writing.

You can help at home with…
• The wider curriculum
• Sharing and discussing the topic webs and knowledge organisers
with your child so that you know what your child is learning about
each term.
• Supporting your child with researching on the internet or using
books to find out more facts about a topic or subject.
• Sharing your own passions, interests or skills with your child to
enhance their learning.

This term’s topic web and knowledge organiser…
As writers we will be:
•
Reading words accurately using
our phonic skills
•
Sharing the story ‘The Hodgeheg’
by Dick King-Smith and writing our
own stories.
•
Writing instructions.
•
Using different sentence types in
our writing (statement, question,
exclamation, command).
•
Punctuating sentences accurately.
•
Using adjectives to create noun
phrases in our writing.
•
Spelling using our phonics
knowledge.
As athletes we will be:
•
Developing our throwing and
catching skills as well as
coordination.
•
Participating in team games.
•
Developing our agility, balance and
coordination through gymnastics.
As technicians we will be:
•
Using technology safely and
respectfully.
•
Developing our knowledge of
personal information and how to
keep it private.

As scientists we will be:
• Sorting and classifying things into living, dead,
and have never been alive.
• Naming habitats and microhabitats and
identifying the plants and animals that live in
them.
• Understanding basic needs, survival and
dependency of plants and animals.
• Identifying food sources and constructing food
chains.
• Observing closely, using simple equipment.
• Asking and answering questions.

As mathematicians we will be:
•
Counting forwards and backwards
to 100 and beyond.
•
Reading and writing numbers as
numerals and words.
•
Comparing and ordering numbers.
•
Identifying tens and ones in a
number.
•
Using place value charts.
•
Counting in 2s, 5s, 10s and 3s.
•
Working on our mental recall of
addition facts within 10.
As artists and designers we
will be:
•
Looking at the use of texture
in painting.
•
Looking at artists that use
texture in their artwork.
•
Making habitat and animal
mix-up collages using
texture.

Habitats near and far!
Do all living things live in the
same place?
Autumn 1

Don’t forget to keep a look out on the website to find
out what we have been up to!
We will be focusing on the following
Learn Together strands:
Moral & Spiritual, Belief Systems,
Ethics & the Environment and Equality
& Justice.

Throughout the topic we will be working on:
•
Reflecting on how we are feeling and communicating with others.
•
Being responsible for ourselves and our classroom.
•
Working together in our new class and getting to know each other.

As Geographers we will be:
•
Looking at the map of the world and
identifying the seven continents.
•
Identifying where different habitats are and
where different animals live around the world.
•
Using simple fieldwork and observational skills
to study the local area.
•
Devising habitat maps.

This term’s topic web and knowledge organiser…
Habitats near and far!

Do all living things live in the same place?

Year 2 Science and Geography Knowledge Organiser

Key Vocabulary
adaptation

How a plant / animal changes to fit the
environment.
carnivore
An animal that eats other animals / insects.
consumer
All animals are consumers because they
consume their food (plants / animals).
dependency How plants / animals rely on each other to
survive.
excretion
Getting rid of waste materials.
food chain
A food chain shows how each animal gets
its food. The chain will always start with a
plant.
habitat
The natural environment of an animal /
plant.
herbivore
An animal that eats plants.
microA very specific, small home environment for
habitat
plants, animals and insects. It is a small,
specialised habitat within a larger habitat.
nutrition
Getting or making food.
omnivore
An animal that eats both plants and other
animals / insects.
predator
Animals that eat other animals.
prey
Animals that are hunted for food by other
animals.
producer
Green plants are producers because they
produce their own food.
reproduction Creation of new plants (seeds) or animals
(babies).
respiration
Creation of energy from breathing /
converting oxygen / carbon dioxide.
sensitivity
Sensing and resounding to the environment.
E.g. respond to changes in light, heat or
sound.
survive
How animals / plants continue to live.

Life Processes

Habitats

Here are some examples of habitats:

There are 7 life processes:
Movement, Respiration, Sensitivity, Growth,
Reproduction, Excretion and Nutrition. These can
be remembered using the acronym: MRS GREN

If something is alive, it must be able to do the
above.

Habitats around the world

The animals and plants in any habitat are linked
together through food chains. Energy passes from
one animal to another as they eat plants or one
another. This flow of energy from one living
thing to another is called a food chain.

Food Chains

Within a food chain, some living things create the
energy (producers) and some use the energy
(consumers).

Other information
• PE days this term are Wednesdays and Fridays. Please ensure that your
child comes to school in PE clothes and trainers on these days.
• Book bags, reading books and reading records are to be brought in daily.
Children can choose to change their reading book as and when they have
finished it and have a comment/comments in their reading record from an
adult to say that they have read and finished it/reread it for fluency.
• Mindfulness teddies (a small teddy only please), slippers and wellies to be
brought in and kept in school if your child has not already brought them.
• Hello Yellow Day – Friday 8th October – wear yellow and donate £1 to
Young Minds
• Parents’ evenings – 18th and 19th October

Any questions?

